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2. How is the economic assessment of vaccines performed today?

Baudouin Standaert ©* and Rino Rappuoli
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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
This paper describes how the economic assessment of vaccines is performed today. It discusses  Received 2 May 2017
why it may be incomplete and explores potential approaches to adjust the analysis to be more  Accepted 22 May 2017
comprchensive. Besides helping protect against serious disease, vaccines also help avoid milkd oo

disease cpisodes that may not receive medical atiention but which have important socictal 4o economic
consequences. They also benefit unvaccinated individuals by reducing disease (ransmission. — oaisiion: ot

Wider societal benefits may extend beyond a decrease in disease incidence, as lower ansmission  effectiveness analysis
rates reduce the risk of epidemics, which in tum reduces the pressure on healthcare providers,  sodetal perspective;

and may improve the quality of care for patients with unrelated diseases. Vaccines also lower the  vaceines; value assessment
use of antibiotics leading to less pressure on anti-microbial resistance. Conventional ICUA focuses

on individual health benefits, like increased survival. Therefore, this approach may not adequately

capture the wider vaccination benefits. We discuss differences between treatment and vaccine

prevention in the economic assessment, and how ICUA has been adapted to cope with the

inconsistencies. Although such adaptations may fulfil the demand of one specific stakeholder,

they may not meet the needs of other stakeholders who operate at the societal level, such as

ministries other than healtheare, employers, caregivers, and insurers.

Introduction

8]. The discussion considers whether these adjustments
The previous paper in this series identified challenges for  areenough to capture the full economic value of vaccines.
assessing the total economic value of a new vaccine
entering the healthcare market [1]. Four factors have the isation of .
largest influence on measuring its value performance for
the economic assessment [2]. First, the vacdne should A major benefit of successful vaccination is that something
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