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 Biggest pagdi set to
enter Guinness Book

Times News Network

Rajkot: Commemorating the martyr-
hood of warrior Hamirji Gohel, who
had died while protecting the Somnath
temple from the depredation of Mug-
hal king Mahmud Ghazni, Dharmaraj-
sinh Vaghela (40) is going to set a world
record of presenting the biggest pagdi
(turban)on Saturday.

“The pagdi has been made of 120
metrefabric with thediameterof seven
feetand is the biggest ever in the histo-
ry of pagdis. Ihave informed the Guin-
ness Book of World Records authoriti-
es about it and they have requested me
towaitfor theirrepresentatives to visit
me,” Vaghelatold TOL.

However, Vaghela can not waitas he
has to wrap the pagdi around the head
of Lord Somnath Mahadev as it is the
occasion of Kartik Purnima on Satur-
day. “Kartik Purnima hasa special sig-
nificance for Lord Mahadev and if any
offering has to be made to the lord, it is
best done on this occasion. Another re-
ason for offering pagdi to the lord is to
pay homage to the great warrior Ha-
mirji, whohadlaid down hislife protec-
ting the temple from the clutches of
Ghaznl,” explained Vaghela,

On the premises of Somnath temp-
le, there exists a shrine of Hamirji,
whichisalso worshipped by the devote-
es,

Vaghela, a professor at Virani Sci-

The turban has been prepared b using 120
meter fabric and has a diameter of seven feet

ence College in Rajkot and who is also
anofficer in NCC, is committed to revi-
ving the tradition of pagdi. “About 40
years ago, pagdi used to be an identifi-
cationof its wearer. Through the knots
of it, people could make out from which
villageor region or caste the wearer bo- :
longed to,” hesaid. i

“Though earlier popular, the tradi- *
tion of pagdi is now fading away into
obiivion. I teach members of the Dar-
bar community how to wrap pagdi at
Harbhamji Chhatralaya,” Vaghela ad-
ded.
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Pricde of Shri M 8 N Virani Science College
International Youth Exchange Program

r o

CONGRATULATIONS!
SUCO Shreyaba 1hala for being selected
as a member of foreign delegation team
representing INDIA at VIETNAM under
NCC Youth Exchange Program- 2022-23
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